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Your first piece of composition coursework will involve writing a piece of music
Igi in ternary form (ABA) for a solo instrument with piano accompaniment in a
minor key.

— It is important to start in a simple way and develop your material step-by-step
. [ ] [ ] L[] L[] L[]
ll/— as you build your own knowledge and skills, this will be taught in class and also

during individual composition support sessions.

Write your ideas down as neatly as possible using manuscript paper.



® The link below takes you to a video on how to begin your
composition and the methods we use at Xaverian College.

® By following this step-by-step process, you will gain a valuable
head-start in preparing for your composition coursework.

COMPOSITION —
GETTlNG STARTED' ® Once the basics are firmly in place you can start to get creative

and bring your music to life!

Getting Started
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http://www.teoria.com/
http://www.musictheory.net/
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AT A SLOWER TEMPO: BREAK
UP BOWING /BREATHING AS
YOU NEED BUT AIM TO DO
SO MUSICALLY. THIS HAS THE
SECONDARY BENEFIT OF
HELPING WITH ANALYSIS
AND UNDERSTANDING OF
THE PHRASING AND/OR
METRE OF PIECES/SONGS.
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PERIPATETIC STAFF PRACTICE TIPS

Duncan Reid - Violin Tutor:

Practicing Difficult Rhythmic Passages

® You can break down difficult rhythmic passages with these 5
different rhythms, this can be done slowly and at tempo.

Master 1 at a time before moving on to the next one.







RACHEL ABBOTT -

VOCAL TUTOR:

Say the words conversationally.

Sing the song through on vowel sounds.

Decide which word is the most important word in each phrase.

Mark songs up using one of the acting techniques (Stanislavsky or The

Numbers).

Here are The Numbers:

. Totally relaxed. Hardly lift or move anything.

. California beach...bit of bounce.

Neutral and emotionless, economic and efficient.
Curious childlike wonder.

Action, control no emotion.

Extreme anger, happiness, passion etc (one of these).

NoOoR®N -

. Tragedy and loss stretched out.



and accuracy of

4. Try this excellent link for interactive drum rudiments:
vicfirth.zildjian.com /education /40-essential-
rudiments.html



https://vicfirth.zildjian.com/education/40-essential-rudiments.html

e to link

tra octave apart, this will make
o the correct pitch it will feel a lot
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® Mime one hand whilst playing the other, this will help with balance

between the 2 hands.
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https:/ /bit.ly /39rqgli5



https://bit.ly/39rqli5
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Remixing and reworking
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Learners explore and carry out the skills required to create effective remixes and reworks of existing musical material

This is an exciting unit where we get to remix other people’s material adding our own creative flair, composing new sections
and mixing to a commercial standard. We start by analysing the techniques and equipment professional /successful remixers
use to achieve their remixes. Please listen analytically to and research famous remix examples.
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Monitoring plers in making music and sound design.

develop your own sounds to use in composition projects. We will
nd why different instruments sound different to each other even though they
e Je ote!l We then use this knowledge when designing synth patches.

Sampling is where we use record REAL sounds then manipulate them using editing tools and sound devices to change them
info fantastic sounds again for use in our compositions. MANY professional artists and composers using synthesis and
sampling to make their music very different to their competitors.

Music for sound and media — This unit links all the other skills you’ve developed in other units into an

exciting composition portfolio project.

You will explore the production of the music, sound and effects that are used for media products such as games, films and apps.




